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League School Passes Its Evaluation by the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
With Flying Colors
Recently, the League School of Greater Boston underwent a Coordinated Program Review 
(CPR) by the Massachusetts Department of Elemetary and Secondary Education (DESE).  
League School’s Executive Director, Dr. Frank Gagliardi, is pleased to announce that the 
school received an excellent evaluation from those conducting the review.

Every 6 years, DESE conducts a comprehensive evaluation of both the school’s day and 
residential programs.  Evaluators were at the school for 3 full days reviewing every aspect 
of the school’s operations.  The areas they evaluated included:
	 • School programs and policies
	 • Staffing (Teacher/student ratios)
	 • Our facilities and curriculum 

They sat in on classes and observed how teachers interacted with students (and how 
students interacted with other students).  They carefully examined even the simplest of 
procedures, for example, how students got from class to class (whether individually or in 
groups) and who was supervising them when they were traveling.  Since major changes 
had been made to the facilities since they had last visited, they paid particular attention to 
the improvements that had been made to classrooms and were equally impressed by the 
renovated Learning Center.

After all of the data had been reviewed, the school received a completely clean evaluation, 
with no issues of non-compliance needing to be addressed.  We were thrilled to receive 
such a sparkling evaluation from the DESE and look forward to maintaining equally high 
standards in the years to come.

League School to Be the Beneficiary of This Year’s 
Neponset Valley Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament
On Monday, August 1st, the Neponset Valley Chamber of Commerce will be holding its 
annual golf tournament at the Norton Country Club in Norton, MA.  This year, League School 
of Greater Boston has been designated as the beneficiary of proceeds generated by the 
tournament.  

The cost for a foursome is $660 ($165 for a single). The event will include a full breakfast, 
18 holes of golf (with cart), to be followed by a mid-afternoon barbecue lunch.  Registration 
begins at 8:00 AM with tee off scheduled for 9:00.  The day will also include a team putting 
contest as well longest drive and closest to the pin contests (the former won last year by 
Head of Development, Tim McCabe), with cash prizes going to the winners of each.  There 
will also be a number of raffles along with special silent auction items up for bid.

Hope to see you there - and remember, a portion of your entry fee will go towards 
supporting League School.  
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As the School Year Wound Down, a Number of Special 
Events Took Place at League School

Our Art Class Took a Field Trip to Potter’s Place
In early June, Judy Smith took 8 members of her art class on a two-hour field trip to Potter’s 
Place in Walpole where students were given the opportunity to create two of their own 
clay pieces.  Like last month’s special MFA Art Program, this trip was actually funded from 
monies Potter’s Place raised on behalf of League School when it held a special sale late last 
year.

After hearing Judy explain the process in class, the students were able to see for themselves 
some of the steps that go into creating ceramic pieces.  The students learned about shaping 
the clay and adding color to their finished pieces.  It was a wonderful learning experience 
that resulted in a number of clay works of art being created.

Another Class Took a Trip to McDonalds
In late April, executives from McDonald’s Charitable Giving Foundation paid a visit to 
League School.  They came to see how the school had spent monies from a grant that the 
foundation had awarded to the school.  The money had been used to purchase three new 
Smartboards for our classrooms.  And when the executives arrived, they were treated to 
a demonstration of the technology by a League School student, Marty, from Pathfinders 
Classroom 209.  After being thoroughly impressed by his wit and abilities to interact with the 
SmartBoard, the executives hosted another Pathfinders classroom, Room 203, at the local 
McDonalds.

Students, accompanied by staff members, ordered their own meals, some using 
programmed devices from the school, others ordering on their own with the assistance of 
a teacher.  While some students enjoyed Happy Meals, it was obvious from the smiles and 
laughter that accompanied the outing that a happy time was had by all.

Faculty Members Enjoyed an Appreciation Luncheon Hosted by the Parents Adviosry 
Council
On Wednesday, June 15th, League School’s PAC hosted a luncheon for faculty and staff 
members as its way of saying “Thank You” for another year of teaching and dedication to 
their students.  The food was delicious and staff members enjoyed the special treatment 
they received - thank you, PAC members.
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Runners Will Be Competing in the Falmouth Road Race to 
Raise Money on Behalf of League School
We would like to thank in advance our terrific group of staff, family and friends who will be 
making up League School’s Team for the 2016 Falmouth Road Race. They include:
	 • Laura Davis - parent
	 • Jennifer Glibkowski - staff
	 • Michael Locanto - friend
	 • Amie Longo -parent
	 • Kristin Lovering - staff
	 • Catherine Petringa - staff
	 • Patrick Powers - friend
	 • Bridget Ryan - staff
	 • Lindsay Wagner - staff

On Sunday, August 21, this brave team will be running the historic route from Woods Hole to 
Falmouth Heights while raising money and awareness for our students! 

You can support their fundraising efforts by visiting www.firstgiving.com/410149/2016FRR. 

In May, League School’s Center for Autism Education 
Hosted Autism: Early Detection and the Next Steps
On Wednesday afternoon, May 25th, over 40 staff members, parents, and other 
professionals working with infants and toddlers spent the late afternoon in the Vetstein 
auditorium at an important seminar - Autism: Early Detection and the Next Steps.  That 
afternoon, leaders in the field of Autism led discussions on a variety of topics, including how 
to identify the early warning signs, commonly used evidence-based treatment methods, and 
where parents and teachers can go to find community support or education.
 
They heard presentations from Yamini Howe, M.D.,  a Board-Certified Developmental 
Behavioral Pediatrician on staff at the Lurie Center for Autism, Gillian Erhabor, Ph.D., a 
licensed clinical psychologist at the Lurie Center, and Suzanne Bloomer, MA,  a Family 
Support Clinician at the Lurie Center.  They all shared insights on and experiences with the 
early detection of autism.  It was a memorable program and we thank all who participated 
in it - both the experts who shared their exceptional expertise as well as the attendees who 
asked a number of engaging questions. 

League School Staff Collaborated on a Joint Presentation 
With Easter Seals
In mid-June, staff members from League School traveled to western Massachusetts and 
joined with personnel from Easter Seals to co-present “Research and Best Practices in 
the Transition Process” at the Emerging Trends: A Conference on High-Impact Transition 
Practices at Westfield State University.

Presenting at the conference gave us a wonderful opportunity to speak with others about 
our evolving practices, provide them with access to our accumulated knowledge in this area, 
and receive their valuable feedback.  It enabled us to inform a wide audience of parents, 
professionals and educators about the innovative programs at League School and we thank 
Easter Seals for partnering with us and providing us with the opportunity to participate in 
the conference.

If you’re in Falmouth on Sunday, August 21st, be 
sure to root for our runners.

League School’s Executive Director, Dr. Frank 
Gagliardi, introduced the seminar’s speakers.

The seminar’s speakers led a number of lively 
discussions with audience members.
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League School Friends and Supporters Get Together for an 
Evening in Waltham to Learn More About the School
Late in June, friends and supporters of League School gathered at a “Meet ‘n Greet” event 
hosted by League Board member, Dennis Kunian, and his wife Janie, in Waltham.

Over 30 guests first enjoyed cocktails and light refreshments and then heard brief 
presentations from the school’s Executive Director, Dr. Gagliardi, Head of the School’s Board 
of Director’s, Roger Lockwood, the host, Dennis Kunian, and the head of the school’s Art 
program, Judy Smith.

It was a fun and informative evening.  If you’d be interested in hosting a similar event on 
behalf of the school in your community, please contact the school’s Head of Development, 
Tim McCabe.  The more people that we can introduce to the school’s remarkable programs 
and innovative approach, the better.

Remember to Save This Date - April 27, 2017
Next April, League School of Greater Boston will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary with a 
Gala that will be held on Thursday night, April 27th, from 6:00-9:00 PM at the Renaissance 
Boston Waterfont Hotel on Congress Street in Boston.  The theme for the Gala will be 
“Honoring Those Who Bring Hope and Achievement to Students with Autism and Their 
Families.”

There are a number of sponsorship opportunities available for the gala.  They include:
	 • Presenting Sponsorship
	 • Leadership Sponsorship
	 • Patron Sponsorship
	 • Friend Sponsorship
For more information about any of these sponsorship packages, please contact League 
School’s Head of Development, Tim McCabe at 508-850-3900, Ext. 313.

We hope you will be able to join us for what promises to be a very special evening honoring 
the friends and supporters of League School.


