
UPDATE
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE STUDENTS, STAFF, PARENTS AND SUPPORTERS OF LEAGUE SCHOOL - FEBRUARY 2016 VOL. 4, NO. 1

   In This Issue
   League School Adds New Board Members....1 

   League School’s Fine Arts’ Programs 

   Have Big Plans.............................................2

   Catching Up with Our Residence Program....3

   League School’s Vocational Program

   Continues to Grow........................................3

   League School Says Good-bye to a Friend.....3

   Development News Update.........................4

   Our 5K Walk/Run Is Coming Soon................4

   Calendar of Upcoming Events......................4

   

League School of Greater Boston Welcomes Bob Walsh 
and Laura Dudley to Its Board of Directors 
League School of Greater Boston’s Executive Director, Dr. Frank Gagliardi, is pleased to 
announce the addition of Leggat McCall Senior Vice President, Bob Walsh, to the school’s 
Board of Directors.  Dr. Gagliardi is equally pleased to announce that Laura Dudley, PhD., 
BCBA, a Clinical Assistant Professor on the staff of Northeastern University’s Bouve College 
of Health Sciences, is also joining the school’s board.

A Lexington resident, Mr. Walsh is a Senior Vice President and Partner at Leggat McCall 
properties.  Bob is a seasoned construction executive and participates across Leggat McCall 
Properties assignments as senior construction advisor. Bob also acts as Project Executive on 
select client accounts.  Bob joined Leggat McCall in 2004 with twenty years experience in 
the Construction industry, including 15 years with Turner Construction and over four years 
with CorJen Construction, where Mr. Walsh held the position of President and COO.

With over 20 years of experience working in the field of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), 
Laura is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) who earned her MS in Applied Behavior 
Analysis through Northeastern University and her PhD in Applied Behavior Analysis at 
Simmons College. Laura’s research interests include experimental functional analysis of 
challenging behaviors, conditioned reinforcement, parent and staff training, social skills, 
curriculum, and program development. Laura has experience designing, developing, 
implementing, and monitoring quality programs for children with autism and related 
disabilities within public school systems.

Dr. Gagliardi commented “we are thrilled to be able to expand our Board’s depth of 
knowledge and contacts in the Greater Boston business community through the additions of 
both Bob and Laura to our board.  Bob brings a truly exceptional understanding of the bricks 
and mortar aspect of growing our school and will be a real asset for us as we complete 
upcoming projects involving our school residences.  His winning personality and do-anything 
attitude will make a smarter and stronger board as we create and execute plans for the 
school moving forward.  And Laura’s expertise  will also prove invaluable as we plan and 
execute program development in the coming years - her comprehensive understanding of 
the challenges we face will provide the Board with a much-appreciated source of guidance.”

Mr. Walsh proudly stated “with close relatives who have successfully coped with the 
challenges posed by disabilities all of their lives, I look forward to assisting League School’s 
Board of Directors develop and implement programs that benefit their student population 
that has been diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder.  I hope to capitalize upon this 
opportunity to expand awareness of the school’s innovative curriculum at both state and 
national levels.  The work the school does is extraordinary and more people need to know 
what a difference they’re making.”

League School’s New Board Member, Bob Walsh

It’s Getting Closer...The 3rd Annual League School 
5K Walk/Run Will Be Held on Saturday, April 9th!

League School’s New Board Member, Laura Dudley
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The “Fine Arts” Will Soon Be Taking Center Stage at League 
School As Music and Art Classes Make Special Plans

Art
On Thursday, March 24th, the Museum of Fine Arts’ Outreach Program, entitled “MFA’s 
Greatest Hits,” will be coming back to League School.  This wonderful program, which 
adheres to the Curriculum Frameworks for Art standards from DESE (Department of 
Elementary and Seconday Education), will be modified for our students.  

That day, there will be two programs (the first from 9:30-10:30 and the second from 11:00-
12:00) utilizing two different levels of language to enable as many League School students as 
possible to participate.  Our teachers work closely with the MFA teacher to modify content 
and make it applicable to our students.  Last year, over 85% of our students participated in 
this special program and we are hoping for similar numbers this year.

The first part of the program will feature a 30-minute slide show designed to educate the 
students and then prompt verbal interaction with the MFA presenter. To help them follow 
the slide show portion of the program, students will be provided with either printed binders 
with inserts showing each slide (produced in the school’s print shop) or a digital format 
available on their iPads.  Non-verbal students will also have communication devices available 
to assist them in responding to questions.

The slide show will be followed by a 20-minute, hands-on art activity that will offer students 
a variety of mediums and materials in which to express themselves.  Their creative efforts 
will relate specifically to what was seen in the slide show.

The program employs a VTS (Visual Thinking Strategy) as its teaching method.  It is designed 
to stimulate discussion by asking open-ended questions (i.e., “What do you see?) which 
have no right or wrong answers.  To promote social skill development, students will be 
asked to sit in seats, be encouraged to raise their hands to respond to questions, and then 
formulate and articulate their answers, either verbally or by using assisted technology devices.

This engaging program is made possible through funding provided by a special holiday sales 
event that was held by Potter’s Place in Walpole.  We are grateful for their contribution and 
commitment to the school.  Please be sure to look for a follow up story on the program in 
our next issue of Update.

Music
Frank Fitzpatrick, the music teacher, wanted to remind everyone that the music program 
has three concerts coming up  - one in March, one in April, and the last one in May.  Each 
concert will begin at 12:30 and parents and students are encouraged to attend.

On Thursday, March 31st, students who receive private lessons at school will be putting on a 
concert for the school in the auditorium.  The concert will consist primarily  of instrumental 
pieces being played by students ranging in age from 9 to 21.

In April, the school’s chorus and residential students will get their turn to entertain.  
Featuring students from 11 to 21 years of age, the concert will be a mix of instrumental 
pieces and singing performances.

Finally, in late May, the full-school concert will take place.  A blend of singing and 
instrumental pieces, every class in the school will be singing a song.  Hope to see you there.

Here is an excellent example of the terrific 
artwork done at League School - this banner, 

celebrating MLK Day, was created by Room 131.

Students practicing in the music room, refining 
their skills for the upcoming concerts.
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League School’s Residence Program Adds Some New Faces 
While Enjoying a Variety of Adventures
The Coordinator of League School’s Residential Services, Jessica Magnusen, wanted to pass 
along some information about staff appointments, additions, and program adventures.
 
Heurteloux Chery was recently appointed as the new assistant manager at the Educational 
Learning Center (ELC).  He has been working at League School for the past two years as a 
residential child care worker.

New Residential Healthcare Workers who have joined the school’s staff in 2016 include: 
Oliver Eadu, Maureen Navoni, Gabriel Clarke, Yural McKee, and Deniel Dillon.  

Over Christmas vacation, both of League School’s residences participated on outings 
together - first, we went to Disney on Ice and then followed that trip with a visit to the New 
England Aquarium.  Twelve students attended each outing and they thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.  Vacation festivities continued with a New Year’s Eve celebration at each 
residence.  Students made their own pizzas, sundaes, did arts and crafts, and concluded the 
evening by watching a movie.  

The fun-filled adventures continued during February vacation with a visit to an indoor water 
park, Coco Keys in Boston, a trip to the  Science Museum, a meal at Dave and Buster’s, and a 
visit to the iMax theater – with each of these trips being taken on separate days, it made for 
a very busy vacation week.

Our residence program continues to grow as we continually seek to expand the horizons of 
our students.  If you have any suggestions for trips or activities, please do not hesitate to 
contact Jessica at the school.

League School’s Vocational Program Continues to Grow 
Both Inside the School and Out
Under the expert direction of Maureen Pratt, the vocational program at League School 
continues to provide students with valuable workplace experiences that will prepare them 
to excel later in life.

The program currently has 52 job slots available at
 19 different locations (with additional ones 
pending) that provide viable employment 
opportunities for League students.  Working both 
outdoors and indoors, these settings include 
healthcare facilities, retail settings and restaurants.  

It’s a terrific program that encourages students 
to explore their potential - thank you, Maureen, 
for all of the hard work that you do.

League School Says Good-Bye to a Close Friend
Long-time League School Administrative Assistant, Linda Busheme, recently retired and was 
feted at a small ceremony by the staff.

Thanks again, Linda, for your years of dedicated service, ever-smiling countenance, and 
devotion to the school.

League School’s New Assistant Manager at the 
Educational Learning Center, Heurteloux Chery

Linda Busheme, holding the flowers she had 
received as a “Thank You” from the school.
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Lots Going On In Development at League School
Our “Wish List” Outreach
We closed out last year’s development efforts 
with a “Wish List” mailing and e-mailing.  The 
response was gratifying as we were able to 
raise thousands of dollars to support the 
school’s ongoing programs.  Pictured on the
right are League School Principal, Patrick Fuller, 
and Head of Development, Tim McCabe, 
gratefully accepting a donation made by former 
League School student, Connor Ellis, and his 
mother, Patricia, to the school’s “Wish List “ 
campaign.  The school would like to thank them,
and everyone else who gave to this campaign.

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Eastern New England
Awards League School a Grant
League School recently was awarded a $20,000.00 grant from the 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Eastern NE.  This grant will be used
to purchase SmartBoards for the school’s classrooms.  We would like 
to thank the organization for their generous donation.  Please consider 
paying back their kindness with a trip to the “Golden Arches.”

Potter’s Place Shows Its Support for League School
Late last year, Potter’s Place, located at 127B Old West 
Street in Walpole, held a special event, “Fire and Ice,” 
that showcased the unique pottery created with 
extreme temperatures at Potters Place.  The showcase, 
which had a special fund-raising table featuring the 
store’s handmade bowls, raised over $1,300.00 for the school’s art progam.  Pictured above 
are Potter’s Place representatives as they make their donation to Judy and Tim.  Please also
support them in the months ahead as a way of thanking them for their kindness.

  

League School’s 5K Walk/Run Is Just Around the Corner...
You can make a difference in the life of a child with autism by joining League School staff, 
family and friends on Saturday, April 9th as we run (or walk) the streets of Walpole in support 
of our students and to raise awareness for autism. All proceeds from this great event go to 
ensuring our students have the resources needed to reach their full potential.

If your company would be interested in being a sponsor
for the event, there are a variety of sponsorship levels 
that will enable you to promote your company while 
supporting this very important cause. 

Event Information
Entry fee - Advance registration $25/Day of race $30
When: 8:00 AM Registration; 9:00 Race Start
Where: Old Post Road Elementary School
               99 Old Post Road, Walpole, MA
For more information, e-mail Lindsay Wagner, 5K
Committee Chairperson, at lwagner@leagueschool.com.

Upcoming Events at League 
School:
• Thursday, March 24th - MFA’s Greatest 
   Hits Program comes to League School
• Thursday, March 31st - School Concert
• Saturday, April 9th - League School’s
   3rd Annual Walk/Run for Autism
  
Please check the school website, for the 
latest announcements about upcoming 
events at the school.

Runners (and walkers) of all ages enjoyed a
wonderful day in the sun at last year’s race.


