
UPDATE
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE STUDENTS, STAFF, PARENTS AND SUPPORTERS OF LEAGUE SCHOOL - APRIL  2016 VOL. 4, NO. 2

   In This Issue
   League School Adds New Board Member......1 

   League School to Host a Workshop...............1

   League School’s 5K Walk/Run for Autism Is

   Once Again a Resounding Success................2

   MFA Program Comes to League School........3

   League School to Host Special Event............4

   Popular Student Graduates From League. ..4   

   Calendar of Upcoming Events.....................4

League School of Greater Boston Welcomes Dan Delaney 
to Its Board of Directors 
League School of Greater Boston’s Executive Director, Dr. Frank Gagliardi, is pleased to 
announce the addition of the founder of the Delaney Policy Group of Boston, Dan Delaney, 
to the school’s Board of Directors.

A resident of Cambridge, Mr. Delaney is the founder and principal of the Delaney Policy 
Group.  Harvard-trained with more than fifteen years of experience in legislative and 
regulatory affairs, and advocacy, Dan brings a rare combination of elite policy expertise, 
hands-on experience, and a facility for effective communication to his work.  His company 
specializes in public health, health care, community development, and grass-roots/grass-tips 
advocacy and strategic engagement.

Dr. Gagliardi commented “the addition of Dan to our board will measurably impact our 
ability to expand our business networking efforts within the greater Boston area.  He has a 
number of contacts in both the political and business realms that we will hope to leverage 
as we seek to improve the school’s recognition and visibility in the state.  He is also an 
exceptionally accommodating individual, willing to advise us on any matters that relate to 
his areas of expertise.  His business acumen will make us a smarter and stronger board as 
we develop and execute plans for the school moving forward.”

Mr. Delaney added ““I started my career working with under-served children in foster 
care in NYC and I was struck by how much of a difference respect and attention can make 
in a child’s life.  When I saw what the League School was doing for their students and the 
obvious positive impact it was having, I was thrilled to have a chance to play an active role.”

League School’s PAC (Parent Advisory Group) Hosting a 
Workshop for Families With a Special Needs Child
On Monday, May 2nd, League School of Greater Boston will be hosting a workshop for 
families with a child who has special needs entitled “Planning for a Loved One With Special 
Needs.”  The workshop, which will be presented by Commonwealth Financial Group’s 
SpecialCare Planning Team, will be held at the school in the Vetstein Auditorium from 6:30-
8:30 that evening.

This workshop is offered in partnership with the West Boylston SEPAC. It will provide a 
comprehensive overview of both the Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act and 
special needs trusts. The potential need for a special needs trust, strategies in funding, and 
insights on working with an attorney will also be presented. 

To register for this special program (anyone with a special needs child can attend), or to 
learn more about it, please contact Gayle Overbey at 508-850-3900, X171 or by e-mail at 
goverbey@leagueschool.com.  We hope you can join us for what promises to be a very 
special event.

League’s New Board Member, Dan Delaney.
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League School’s 3rd Annual 5K Walk/Run for Autism Draws 
a Large Crowd of Enthusiastic Runners and Supporters
Earlier this month, 280 runners (and walkers) and countless supporters and friends 
celebrated a sunny (but a bit crisp) spring day with the running of the 3rd Annual League 
School of Greater Boston’s 5K Road/1 Mile Walk Race at the Old Post Elementary School.

The festivities began with a singing of the National Anthem by League School students 
Joey Conoby and Alex Endlich.  Friends and family members cheered runners and walkers 
of all ages as their race route took them around the local neighborhood while raising over 
$25,000 dollars for the school from sponsorships and entry fees.  

Our valued sponsors, whose invaluable financial support made this the most successful race 
ever, are shown below:

 
 

League School’s Principal, Patrick Fuller, ably assisted by Race Coordinator Lindsay Wagner, 
started the runners on their way just after 9:00 from in front of the school (with the walkers 
starting their route just a few minutes later) - the race was won by Adam Linsky of Walpole 
(brother of a League School student, Alex) in the time of 18:46 (sister Alicia Linsky finished  
in 21st place).  Runner up was Joe Barrett of Jamaica Plain, and finishing third in the race 
was Mark Capparella of Bellingham.  On the women’s side, Jenny Cunningham of Walpole 
was the top finisher in a time of 20:53.

Congratulations to all of the runners and walkers who participated for their efforts – race 
organizers are already looking forward to hosting next year’s event – hope to see you there.

Race winner, Adam Linsky, with his brother, 
League School student Alex LInsky.

League School students, Joey Conoby and Alex 
Endlich, ably assisted by music instructor 
Frank Fitzpatrick, started the festivities 

with the National Anthem.

League School Principal, Patrick Fuller, starts the 
walkers (above) and runners on their way.
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Musuem of Fine Arts Brings Its Enriching and Engaging 
“MFA’s Greatest Hits” Program to League School
On Thursday, March 24th, the Museum of Fine Arts brought its Outreach Program, “MFA’s 
Greatest Hits,” to League School.  That morning, 
at two separate presentations, students listened 
intently as MFA’s instructor, Cassie Bride, explained 
that the MFA was an encyclopedic museum, displaying pieces from many different eras and 
from places from around the world.   

It was truly an interactive experience as when Cassie was displaying a slide of a sculpture, 
students were able to feel a sample of the alabaster from which the sculpture was carved. 
They later were shown slides of paintings by Monet and Hokusai, discussing the artists’ use 
of colors and shapes to reflect moods and settings.  They also learned that the acronym 
ELBOW represented the many elements that characterized the paintings they were 
examining: Everyday Life Brushstrokes Outdoors in Weather. In both sessions, the students 
were engaged and regularly asked pertinent questions about the images being shown 
throughout the presentation.  

The program concluded with students adjourning to nearby tables where they were given 
the choice of using acrylic paints and heavy-duty water-color paper to recreate images of 
Monet’s Grainstack in Summer or Grainstack in Winter, or, use pencils to generate likenesses 
of Hokusai’s The Wave.

It was a wonderful morning and League School would like to thank the MFA (and Potter’s 
Place in Walpole which funded the program) for providing our students with such an 
appealing learning opportunity.
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League School’s Center for Autism Education Invites You 
to Attend Autism: Early Detection and the Next Steps
On Wednesday afternoon, May 25th, from 3:30-5:30, a special event will be taking place 
in the Vetstein auditorium - Autism: Early Detection and the Next Steps.  That afternoon, 
leaders in the field of Autism will come together to identify the early warning signs, 
commonly used evidence-based treatment methods, and where parents and teachers can 
go to find community support or education.
 
This presentation is for Special Instructors, OTs, PTs, Speech Language Pathologists, 
Psychologists, Social Workers, and any other professionals working with infants and toddlers 
aged birth to preschool.  Presenters will include:

 • Yamini Howe, M.D.,  a Board-Certified Developmental Behavioral Pediatrician 
                     on staff at the Lurie Center for Autism, a multidisciplinary program that treats 
                     children, adolescents and adults with autism spectrum and other 
                     neurodevelopmental disorders.
 
 • Gillian Erhabor, Ph.D., a licensed clinical psychologist at the Lurie Center who 
                     conducts and supervises the neuropsychological assessment of children within 
                     the early childhood period. Her patients include young children across the 
                     autism spectrum and those with other complex medical and/or 
                     neurodevelopmental disorders.

 • Suzanne Bloomer, MA,  a Family Support Clinician at the Lurie Center for 
                     Autism, a multidisciplinary program that treats children, adolescents and adults
                     with autism spectrum and other neurodevelopmental disorders. Ms. Bloomer’s 
                     role is to support families whose children are under the age of 14 and to 
                     facilitate their access to services, particularly focusing on providing support, 
                     information and referrals, and resources to the families of newly diagnosed 
                     patients.

We hope you can join us for what promises to be an engaging and informative afternoon of 
experts sharing their thoughts and insights with us.  To register, please e-mail Janet Schwartz 
at info@leagueschool.com.

League School Celebrated Kyle Dunne’s Graduation Earlier 
This Month
As a host of family and friends gathered in Vetstein Auditorium, League School bade farewell 
to one of its favorite students, Kyle Dunne of Barnstable, at a brief graduation ceremony in 
early April. 

Along with receiving his diploma, Kyle also received from Representative David Viera of 
Barnstable, special citations from Massachusetts Senate President, Stanley Rosenberg, and 
Massachusetts Speaker Robert DeLeo.  

The ceremony also included a number of heartfelt testimonials from students who were in 
attendance.  A far larger number than usual took the time to compliment Kyle and say how 
much they enjoyed being at school with him. 

An engaging student who always had a friendly smile on his face, we will miss Kyle’s presence 
in our hallways and and in our classrooms.  Congratulations, Kyle.

Upcoming Events at League 
School:
• Monday, May 2nd - Special Workshop 
   for Parents with a Special Needs Child
• Wednesday, May 25th - Special Event: 
    Autism: Early Detection and the Next 
    Steps
Both these events will be held in the 
Vetstein Auditorium.
Please check the school website, for the 
latest announcements about upcoming 
events at the school.

Celebrate April - Autism Awareness Month 
Here’s to the parents, teachers, staff, and 

administrators at League School for all of the 
time and energy they spend making this 

world a better place for our students.


